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“The cultural area in which Ramayanas are endemic has a pool of signifiers (like a gene pool), signifiers that include plots,
characters, names, geography, incidents, and relationships. Oral, written, and performance traditions, phrases, proverbs,

and even sneers carry allusions to the Rama story... Every author, if one may hazard a metaphor, dips into it and brings out
a unique crystallization, a new text with a unique texture and a fresh context.” - A.K. Ramanujan, Three Hundred Ramayanas

This science-fiction, bio-punk crystallization is made possible through the entanglements of the following
co-laborers and co-conspirators

Yoshinori Asai (Set Designer)
Yoshi Asai is a recent grad from San Jose State University. Originally from Japan, his work includes scenic design,

installation art, painting, sculpting, and performance art. He is currently working at Berkeley Repertory Theatre as the
scenic art fellow. During his time in the US he has collaborated with other performance groups, such as inkBoat in San

Francisco and Degenerate Art Ensemble in Seattle, and performers such as Dohee Lee and Amara Tabor-Smith in the Bay
Area.

Neshma Friend (Interlocutor, Act 1)
Neshma Friend is both the extra-terrestrial recording artist and performer, Micropixie (aka MPX), as well as full-time

human being, Single Beige Female, who writes and makes films and videos using her alter ego's music. MPX’s first album,
Alice in Stevie Wonderland, is the true story of One Little Alien’s mission on Earth to try on the human experience. Its

sequel, The Good, the Beige & the Ugly, is an intergalactic feminist spy thriller told via alt-pop, trip-hop and spoken word.
Micropixie is currently working on her third album and wordplay will no doubt be involved in the title again. Originally

from London, with long stints in Paris, Neshma has called San Francisco her home for 15 years now.

Julie Fong (Set and Costume Associate)
Julie Fong is the owner/designer of Floral Insanity creating uniquely individual arrangements that captures the natural

beauty of the element, leaving an indelible impression that will last forever. After a successful corporate business career of
over 30 years, she started her own floral business in 2016. She is trained in the Japanese art of floral design called Ikebana

focusing on minimalism and balance of materials placing in several local competitions.

Margaret Laurena Kemp (Sita, Act 2)
Margaret Laurena Kemp received an M.F.A. In Classical Theatre from The George Washington University at The

Shakespeare Theatre, and a B.S. in Interdepartmental Studies at the School of Speech, Northwestern University. She has
appeared on regional and international stages including Arena Stage, Mark Taper Forum, Yale Rep, South Coast Repertory,
La Mama Theatre (Melbourne, Australia), Theatre of Changes (Athens, Greece), Red Pear Theatre (Antibes, France), and

The Magnet Theatre (Cape Town, South Africa). She won worldwide praise for her starring role in the film Children of God.
Her latest film, the supernatural thriller, The Dark Rite, is slated for a 2016 release. Within her performance practice she
questions how systems of scientific and social engineering manipulate voice, breath, flesh, communities and the natural

world. 

Dana Kawano (Set and Costume Designer)
A tech veteran turned artist, Dana Kawano is a costume designer and visual artist with an eye for integrating textiles,

digital imagery and tactile objects. Her costumes span a range from conventional to elaborate wearable art installations.
Versed in a multitude of art mediums, while fearless and a preference for unorthodox approaches, she layers undertones

of spiritual, ethnic and social context reference materials creating costumes that are brought to life by the performing
artists. Representative works include: Project Nunway – Rashad Pridgen, ShapeShifter Video shoot – Zakiya Harris, Adult –
Laura Arrington, Body Politics / Walking Distance / EarthBodyHOME / The Meaning of Canaries – Amara Tabor Smith, Ara –

Dohee Lee, Aveda Trashion Show (Awarded Best of Show)– Cetana Salon, The Science Fiction Project: Installment 1+2 –
Shadow Light Productions with Ellen Sebastian Chang.

Dhaya Laxminarayanan (Interlocutor, Act 1)
Dhaya Lakshminarayanan is the 2016 winner of the Liz Carpenter Political Humor Award (previously awarded to Samantha
Bee, Wanda Sykes and satirist/humorist Mark Russell) presented by the National Women’s Political Caucus. KQED named
her one of the twenty “Women to Watch” a series celebrating women artists, creatives and makers in the San Francisco

Bay Area who are pushing boundaries in 2016. The SF Weekly named her one of the “16 Bay Area performers to watch in
2016.” She was named one of “The Bay Area’s 11 Best Standup Comedians” by Sfist. Dhaya is a frequent comedic



storyteller on NPR’s Snap Judgment and has appeared live in Austin on The Risk podcast. She is currently the host of San
Francisco’s monthly Moth StorySLAM.

Manjula Menon (Interlocutor, Act 1)
Manjula Menon's fiction has appeared in Nimrod International Journal, North American Review, Santa Monica Review,

Pleiades, Southern Humanities Review and Tampa Review, among others. She was awarded residencies at Yaddo and the
Vermont Studio Center and her work was nominated for inclusion in the Best New American Voices Anthology.

Rock the Bike (Energy Solutions)
Paul Freedman, aka Fossil Fool, founded Rock the Bike over a decade ago to develop pedal-powered activities that help

everyday people experience their power to make change. From single-bike stations like Bike Blenders and Recharge
Stations to 20-bike concert systems, pedal power rocks! Rock the Bike does the hard work of engineering the bikes and
systems to be safe, dependable, educational, and fun. Their mission is to get people in touch with their ability to make a

real, lasting impact in the ongoing climate crisis, through Pedal Powered event activities. Their dream is to help spread the
'spirit of the bike' into the broader culture by organizing, entertaining, inspiring, educating, and inventing new ways to get

the message out there.

Ruby Mountain (Sound Designer / Singer)
Ruby Mountain aka Krystle Ahmadyar is an Oakland–based vocalist and songwriter who calls upon her training in Jazz,
experimental electronic and Afghan music to create compositions of love, resiliency and social justice. She is a graduate

from Mills College, was selected as the Studio Grand Artist in Residence, a National Endowments for the Arts grant
recipient, and a featured musician in the East Bay Express in 2015. Recently her music was exhibited in Take This Hammer:
Art and Media Activism, an exhibition at the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts curated by Christian L. Frock. She was also

selected as the Featured Artist in the San Francisco APAture Music showcase in 2016.

Alka Raghuram (Talk Show Host)
Alka Raghuram is a filmmaker and a multidisciplinary artist. Her feature documentary, Burqa Boxers, about Muslim women
boxers in Kolkata India was awarded the top prize Grant Open Doors, at the Locarno Film Festival in 2011. In 2012 Alka

created a photo, video and art installation based on the project at the Locarno Film Festival. Burqa Boxers had its India
premiere at the MAMI International Film Festival in India in October 2016. In September 2014, Alka collaborated with

dancers Pandit Chitresh Das (Kathak) and Antonio Hidalgo Paz (Flamenco) on a multi media project for their performance
Yatra (Journey) comprising of poetry, photography, painting and calligraphy about the historical connection between the

two dance forms. Her short films Tired of Dancing, Panchali and The Ant and The Monkey have screened at various festivals in
the US and abroad. Her paintings have been exhibited in galleries and museums in New York.

Fei Rost (Illustrator)
Fei Rost is a freelance illustrator currently currently studying fine arts and biology at the University of San Francisco. He

hopes to enter a master's program in medical illustration after completing undergrad. His style tends to be detail oriented
with the human figure as a central focus. Other subjects and issues include nature, healthcare, mental health, and human
rights issues that are particular to LGBTQ and racial current events. Favorite media includes India ink, a variety of pens,

and gouache/watercolor but is becoming more comfortable with acrylic, digital media, oil pastel, and ceramics. More
examples of his work are available at: fehinfei.com (currently being updated).

Anuj Vaidya (Director / Producer)
Anuj Vaidya is an artist, educator and media curator whose work straddles the cusp between performance and film and

addresses issues of gender, sexuality and ecology. Vaidya received his B.H.A. in English/Theater Arts from Carnegie Mellon
University and M.F.A. in Film/Video/New Media from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. His own artistic practice

has grown from addressing questions around the constructed nature of gender/sexuality (through films like “Chingari
Chumma” and “Bad Girl with a Heart of Gold”) to the constructed nature of nature/culture (“Miss Piggy, Live with Diane
Sawyer”). Another project, Larval Rock Stars (a collaboration with artist/scholar Dr. Praba Pilar), is a conceptual multi-

modal undertaking at the intersection of the bio-techno-critical and the absurd. Vaidya is pursuing a Ph.D. in Performance
Studies at UC Davis. Since 2008, Vaidya has also been co-director for the 3rd i South Asian Film Festival in San Francisco.

Special Thanks to
Lalitha Gopalan, Tejal Shah, Preeti Chandrashekar, Rucha Chitnis, Praba Pilar, Elizabeth Thomas, Holen Kahn, 

Melina Botton, Dennis O' Brien, Kate Lorch, Wendy Phillips, Paul Freedman, Peter Lichtenfels, Fiamma Montezemolo,
Renu Madan, Diego Gomez, Indra Mungal, Marc Mayer, my family, 3rd i Films, and all my friends and colleagues in the 

Performance Studies Program at UC Davis, for helping me think through this project.


